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EPA's spill pales in comparison to everyday mine leaks 

tribes and media outlets have shock at last month's abandoned mine 
which sent 3 million of 

But environmental advocates and that have for decades been the of 
the incident to the broader 

"The Gold and continues after the That is 
coordinator in Colorado for the 

conservation 

U.S. EPA and its contractor mine blowout while 

"Most 
these 

the site. A 

mines drain," Churchwell said in an interview. "Thousands and thousands of 
mines all over the United States." 

of the abandoned mine around the United States is unknown, 
'"''''hrlnn Earthworks and the Western Governors' Association and 

estimates. 

The USGS database includes more than sites labeled as Earthworks has 
the number closer to in the western United States. 

Office released a on the issue in 2011, which said the 
a uniform definition of abandoned hardrock mines in 2008. 

GAO said it had determined there were at least 161 abandoned hardrock mine sites in 12 
Western states and Alaska. The said of the sites had the environment 

waters or "arsenic-contaminated" waste 

Churchwell "Whether it's 1 or that's hundreds of thousands too 
said the Animas "has alerted the nation to the much more broad that were 
not attention to before." 

environmental advocates and Democrats on Hill have seemed hesitant to 
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take aim at the to address the hazard. 

have blasted the 
related documents. 

not for the 

The Nation has also been in its criticism of EPA. Environmental activist 
Erin Brockovich is scheduled to visit the reservation 
River. 

to see the effect on the San Juan 

"'+'"';'"'"''"' to our culture and as well as to the 
General Ethel Branch 

EPA. 

"With unknown amounts of this fine sediment in our we know we face the risk of this 
with the " said Branch. 

Alan likewise faulted the 
is instructive." 

"The EPA screwed there's 
no doubt about it. But 

was inevitable even without the mistake. "Because it was 
into the Animas River and threatened to do more, it was to 

sooner or later. If left it to 

Earthworks has for reform of the 1872 
mines that were abandoned before modern environmental laws. 

no,r,::,t,,nn in the late 1800s and ran 
but like other such Gold 

Atone , the owner of a mine that shut down in 1991, to 
nc,·<>t 11"'n"' in the area. But water started and a treatment 

ran into 
disaster. 

EPA said. The the to 

has raised the alarm on the wider 
"he said. 

"The Animas is stuff 

He "There's no dedicated source to clean abandoned hardrock mines. There isn't 
mn,nc" to a handle of how bad the is." 

Debate over solution 

Democrat on the House Natural Resources 
,.=..:...::::.:::=::..:.:...;::., Feb. 1 Sen. Martin Heinrich has said 

The National Association has current 
would add too much red and hurt resource 

fee a dirt tax. 
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NMA Samaritan 

from old mines. 

late in 2012, EPA released a memo meant to concerns. It said 
... .,. ........ , .. for certain connected with abandoned hard rock mine 

law. Former Sen. Mark Udall was a main 

But like Trout Unlimited and local 
and hazards from abandoned 

who often 
the document was not 

about involved with 

water 

contamination 
to clear worries 

the ones that can work within the current framework to address the 
" Churchwell said about the "underfunded and understaffed" EPA. 

"We need to and find some mechanism to increase the of those to 
in the those abandoned " he that there have been 

at least two other wastewater releases into the Animas in recent decades. 

in the near future. Plans were 

are 
from broader reform. 

"It doesn't address the said. "That is the real It suck the 

Arizona State law 
that states create credits to abandoned mines. 

to 
would do if it had caused the Animas 

and then there's the fact that we're not from this 
"That is the solution to this." 

tribes and communities 
month to initiate future 
201 also called for reform after the Mount 
released more than 1 billion of waste. 

on the 
measures." He critics to distract 

don't need a have one of the most inefficient in all the 
world's 

Coal 
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to modern environmental laws do have a 
a fee into the abandoned mined land 

reclamation fund. 

The Interior Office of Surface Reclamation and Enforcement said last it 
had collected more than $10 billion in fees and distributed more than billion. But the shortfall 
remains in the and there is also no national of sites. 

number of AML 

clean abandoned mine sites 
and acid mine also want ............. ,,..,,,,. Samaritan related to not 

the Clean Water Act but also the Surface Control and Reclamation Act. But 
hardrock advocates sometimes the issues are different and should be 

,=:.-==:.:..:.:..:~,Dec.18,201 

this fall will be issues related to the desire of states to 
levels. But reauthorize the fee 2021. Some 

with the coal 
Want to read more stories like this? 

on 
Greenwire covers the 
lands 

view our privacy policy. 

want to raise the fee to 
it. 

Click here to 
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